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CHUA NHAT 25 THUONG NIEN — NAM C - 21/09/2025

CHUONG TRINH THANH LE
Chiia Nhit: 7:30, 9:00; 11:00 sing,
12:30 trua (trong mua hoc)
va 5:30 (chiéu Thir Bay hém trudc)
Ngay thwong: 8:00 sing, 6:30 chiéu.
Lé bugc: 8:00 sang; 6:30 ; 8:00 chiéu
va 6:30(chiéu ngdy hom trudc)

Bi TICH RUA TOQI
4:00 chiéu Thir Bay dau thing

Bi TICH GIAI TOQI
30 phiit triée Thanh Lé moi ngay

Bi TICH HON NHAN
Lién lac voi Cha Chinh Xir trudc 6 thang va
phdi co chimg chi da hoc lop du bi hon nhan.

Bi TICH XU'C DAU THANH
Khi can xin lién lac véi Cha Chinh Xk

GHI DANH NHAP GIAO XU
Theo gido ludt, khi toi cu ngu mot noi nao,
cac tin hitu phat ghi danh gia nhdp gtao xu
cang som cang tot. Xin lién lac véi Cha
Chinh Xit hodc Hpi Pong Muc Vu

dé gia nhdp Céng Poan Din Chiia,

TAM THU MUC VU

Anh chi em than mén trong Thanh Tam Chuta Giésu va Trai Tim Vo Nhiém Me
Maria,

Trong ngay qua, cong doan chung ta da dugc
song mot bién cd trong dai: ngay Thanh Hién
Ngo6i Thanh Duong méi cia Gido xir Thanh
Tam Chua Giésu. Trong bau khi linh thleng
ay, long toi tran ngdp niém xuc dong va biét
on. Xin cho phép t6i thay mat gido xtr dang
161 ta on Thién Chua da yéu thuong, dan dat
) va chuc lanh cho hanh trinh dai nhiéu ndm
qua, d¢ hom nay ching ta c6 dugc mot ngdi nha tho khang trang, xing ddng lam
noi tho phuong Chua va quy tu cong doan.

T61 cling xin bay to long tri 4n siu xa dén Ptrc Giam Muyc gido phan quy cha
dong té, quy tu s nam nir, cung tat ca anh chi em gido dan trong va ngoai gido xur.
bac biét, xin cam on Hoi Pong Muc Vuy, Hoi Dong Tai Chanh, cac ban nganh,
doan thé, hoi doan, ca doan, ban 18 sinh, ban phung vy, ban xdy dung, ban ngh¢
thuat thanh, ban 4m thanh, ban phim anh, ban nha bep, ban trat tu, ban trang tri,
ban diéu hanh cong viéce (BO) ban gay quy (CCO), cung bao nhiéu ban tay va tam
long quang dai da 4m tham cong tac. Tat ca da dét nén mot ngay 18 thanh hién
trang trong, sot sang va day on phiic.

C6 dugc ngoi thanh dudng maéi khong phai la diém két thuc, nhung chinh la khoi
dau ciia mot chang duong mai. Nha tho 1a dau chi hitu hinh cua Hoi Thanh, nhung
quan trong hon ca 1a chinh chung ta tr¢ nén dén tho séng dong cua Thién Chua Vi
thé, sau ngay thanh hién, chung ta dwoc moi goi:

1. Séng ‘dao‘sét sang hon: tham du Thanh L&, siéng nang lanh nhan cac bi tich,
chuyén can cau nguyén.

2. Xay dung cong doan hiéprnhét: biét chia sé, nang d& nhau trong tinh bac ai, dé
ngo1 nha tho luén ron vang tieng kinh va tran ngép tinh nguoi.

3. Dan than truyen g1a0 ng01 thanh duong méi khong chi dé phuc vu chinh

chung ta, ma con dé mé rong vong tay chao don nhiing ai dang tim kiém Thién
Chta.
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Nguyén xin Thanh Tam Chua Giésu va Trai Tim V6
Nhiém Me Maria tiép tuc che ché, gin giit va huéng dan
chung ta trén hanh trinh duec tin.

Xin anh chi em cung nhau gitt ngon lra yeu mén bung
chay trong ngoi thanh duong mai, dé noi day luon 1a mai
am cuia niém tin, niém hy vong va tinh yéu.

Lm. Anthony Nguyén Quéc Diing, CSsR
Chanh X

LICH PHUNG VU TRONG TUAN
21-09: Chta Nhat 25 Thuong
23-09: Thir Ba, Thanh Pid Pietrelcina, Linh Muc, L& Nh&

26-09: Thir Sau, Thanh Cosmas6 va Thanh Pamiano, Tu
bao

27-09: Thtr Bay, Thanh Vinh Son de Phaol6, Linh Muc,
L& Nhé

28-09: Chtia Nhat 25 Thuong Nién
Dan va Ty Nan

— Ngay Thé Giéi Di

BAO CAO TAI CHANH
CONG PUC: CHUA NHAT 31/08/2025

Gi4o X nhan dugc: $6,979(bao gdm trong phong bi:
$5,227.00; qua online: $250.00, loose cash: $1,283; Thiéu
Nhi: $219.00)

Gido Xur mai ghi nhan tinh thuong yéu va quang dai cua
Quy Anh Chi Em. Nguyén Chtia ban thuéng muodn on
lanh cho Quy Anh Chi Em.

THANG CHIN

Y CAUNGUYEN CUA PUC THAN H CHA - THE
POPE’S MONTHLY INTENTIONS Céu cho mbi tuong
quan cta chiing ta v6i toan thé cong trinh sang tao - For
our relationship with all of creation

Chung ta hiy cau nguyen dé, voi cam htng cta Thanh
Phanxico, chung ta c6 thé trai nghiém sy phu thugc 1an
nhau v41 moi loai thu tao dugc Thién Chua yéu thuong va

xtng dang dugc yéu thuong va ton trong (Let us pray that,

inspired by Saint Francis, we might experience our
interdependence with all creatures who are loved by God
and worthy of love and respect.)

THONG BAO

THONG BAO LE CHUA NHAT -
SCHEDULE

0 Céac Thanh L& Chuia Nhat van giit nhu thuong 1¢:
¢ Thu Bay: 5:30 PM

0 Chaa Nhat: 7:30 AM; 9:00 AM; 11:00 AM; 12:30 PM
(Thiéu Nhi trong Mua Hoc)

SUNDAY MASS

0 Céc Thanh L& Ngay Thuong van giit y nguyén: 8:00
AM & 6:30 PM

0 Céc Thanh L& Trong va Budc van giit nhur cii: 8:00
AM, 6:30 PM & 8:00 PM.

Xin quy ong ba anh chj em sap xép tham dy Thénh L& sét
sang va dung gio (We kindly invite everyone to arrange to
participate in the Holy Mass devoutly and on time).

PAI HQI DCMC - HQC SINH TRUNG HQC CO SO
CONG GIAO DALLAS - DCMC — DALLAS
CATHOLIC MIDDLE SCHOOL CONFERENCE

THONG BAO CUA NHOM GIOI TRE THANH TAM
-YYAM

HANH HUONG PAT THANH - THEO CHAN
CHUA GIESU

- Thot gian: 20/4 — 29/4/2026 - Kho1 hanh tir Dallas,
Texas - $3,950 + $170 (tips)

- Han chot : 20/10/2025 (sau ngay nay gia co thé thay
doi).

- Linh myc linh huéng: Lm. Anthony Dziing Nguyén,
C.Ss.R

Mot hanh trinh 10 ngay day on phtc, dua quy khach tré
vé mién Dat Thanh — noi chinh Chiia

Giésu da sinh song, rao giang, chiu kho nan, tir nan va
phuc sinh. Hay cung budc theo dAu chan Chua, dé tim
hon duoc d6i moi va dong day an sung' Day cling la
chuyén hanh hu’ong bac ai: toan bd so tién con du s€ dugce
trao tang cho gido xw trong viéc xay dung Ngdi Thanh
DPuong.

- Cb Cecilia Nguyén: 972-822-9062 |
benholewis@gmail.com

¢ Liénlac & ghi danh:

- Anh Trung Tran: 520-940-6749
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THONG BAO DA TIEC THU VANG 2025

Giao xtr Thanh Tam tran trong kinh moi quy anh chi em
tham du Da Ti€c Thu Vang 2025:

+ Thir Bay, ngay 18/10/2025 — 6:00 PM

Chuong trinh vin nghé dic sic voi Ca si Héng Ngoc &
Pan Nguyén, MC Gidng Ngoc. Tiéc ngon gom 9 moén an
va ruou.

+ Gié ban ung hd (10 ngudi/ban):

- Bao Tro: $2,000 (hoac $200/vé)

- VIP: $1,200 (hoac $120/v¢é)

- Ung Ho: $1,000 (hodc $100/vé)

Matchlng Fund $105,000: Mbi gla dinh gop $150 tro 1én,
s0 tién s€ dugc nhan doi, giup gido xu tra no xay dung.

Xin cdng doan tlep tuc hy sinh, quang dai va cAu nguyén
cho chuong trinh thanh cong.

Lién lac ddt ban: Anh Long (469-682-7611), Chi Dung
(972-822-9062).

GIAO LY TAN TONG VA HON NHAN CONG GIAO

+ Lop Gido Ly Tan Tong cho nhu'ng ai muon tim hiéu va
gia nhap Gido Hoi Cong Gido, s€ hoc vao moi Chua Nhat
hang tuan, tir 9:00 AM — 12: OO PM, bét dau ngay 21 thang
9 nam 2025. Han choét ghi danh 1a ngay 31/8. Xin ghi danh
noi thay Minh (972-814- 1046) 6 Hién (972-740-6597),
hodc noi van phong cha xu.

0
+ Lop Gido Ly Du Bi Hon Nhan cho nhitng ai dang chuan

bi két hon, sé& hoc vao mbi t6i Thit Nam hang tuan, tur 7:00
PM — 9:30 PM, bt dau ngay 07 thang 12 nim 2025. Han
chot ghi danh la ngay 30/11. Xin ghi danh noi thay Minh
(972-814- 1046) ¢6 Hién (972-740-6597), hodc noi van
phong cha xtr.

TRQ GIUP QUY MUC VU GIAO PHAN 2025 (2025
BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL)

Xin quy anh chi em tiép tuc thuong mén hy sinh cho Gio
Phan. Xin str dung bao thu “2025 Bishop’s Annual Ap-
peal” (bia thu & ban cubi nha tho) dé dong gop Xin Chua
ban thuéng muén phiic lanh cho tim long quang dai cta
quy anh chi em gitip cho Gido Phan.

UNG HQ CHUONG TRINH: “HOAN THANH NGOI
THANH PUONG”

Moi gia dinh thuong quang dai trg gitip Gido X{r moi
ngay $3.30 My kim (3 dollars 30 cents/day) tirc
$6,000.00 (sau ngan) My kim trong vong 5 nim dé hoan
tra ng cho cong trinh xay du:ng Ng6i Thanh Duzong Moi.
Vai sO tlen nay, anh chi em c6 thé dong gép mot 1an hoac
nhiéu 1an. Xin Chua tra céng boi hau cho long quang dai
cua quy anh chi em.

Cach thirc dong gop: Paypal: https://www.paypal.com/
US/fundraiser/charity/1599412

Zelle: gxtt@thanhtamdallas.org

Check: The sacred Heart of Jesus
Catholic Church

KHOA PHUNG VU & BI TiCH - Hiéu dé séng — Séng
dé gip Chua

Phung Vu va Bi Tich 1a noi Thién Chua cham dén doi
sdng ching ta cach sdng dong nhat.

Moi anh chi em tham du khoa hoc dic biét dé cung:

Hiéu rd hon vé Thanh 1&, nam phung vu va 7 Bi tich
Sbng durc tin cach sau sic va két hiép hon v6i Chiia
Giai d4p nhimng thic mac thyc té trong doi séng dao

S O O

Vay chiing ta hiy cting hoc — cung sdng — ciing 16n 1én
trong on thanh!

Thoi gian: Liac 7:30 PM thtr Hai cua tuan thir 2 va
tuan tha 4 moi thang

Dia diém: Nha Tho Gido Xt

TRAC NGHIEM VE PHUNG VU & Bi TiCH
(tiép theo)
51. Linh muc ¢ duoc tir chdi ban cac bi tich khong?
Chi khi nguoi xin bi tich khong da diéu kién hop luat hoac
cd can tré nghiém trong theo gido luat.
52. Ai c6 quyén ching hon trong hon nhan Cong giao?
Chi linh muc hogc pho té duge Gy quyén hop 1¢ méi 1a
ching nhan chinh thirc theo diéu 1108.
53. Hon phéi khong ¢6 chimg nhan hop 18 thi ¢6 thanh
khong?
Khong. Néu khong c6 linh muc hodc pho té chung hon,
hon phoi khong thanh suy.
54. C6 thé ban Bi tich Thém Stc trong Thanh 1& khong?
Pugc. Va rit nén cir hanh trong Thanh 18 v6i cong doan.
55. Khi ndo tré c6 thé rudc 1€ 1an dau?
Khi ¢ du hiéu biét, phan biét Minh Thanh Chua va duoc
chuén bi day 4.
(con tiép)
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DANG HOA PUC ME
¢ Anh Chi Jim Tram

¢ Duy Truong

¢ Hai Vi An Danh

Ta on Chua cho tAm long tuyét dep cua quy anh chi em
danh cho Btrc Me. Xin Chua thuong chic lanh cho quy
anh chi em qua 101 chuyén cau cua Me Maria.

GIA PINH DANG CUA LE

*#% Thir Bay 20/09

L& 5:30 PM: GDP AC. Tuén Thoa
** Chta Nhat 21/09

Lé& 7:30 AM: GD AC Ng6 Pinh Loi
Lé& 9:00 AM: GD AC Birc Nhuong
L& 11:00 AM: GD OB. Ha Tran

* Thir Bay 27/09

Lé& 5:30 PM: GP AC Thu Luc

** Chtia Nhat 28/09

Lé 7:30 AM: GD AC Minh Phuong
Lé& 9:00 AM: GD AC Ngoc Anh Tu
L& 11:00 AM: Gb OB. Hong Nguyén

GIA PINH NHAN CHEN THANH ON GOI
** Chtia Nhat 21/09
L& 11:00 AM: GP AC Vinh Oanh

*% Chua Nhat 28/09
L& 11:00 AM: GD AC Khanh Yén

DANH SACH PONG GOP CHO CHUONG TRINH
QUY XAY DUNG NHA THO

Xin Quy Anh Chi Em nh& dén Gido X Thanh TAm Chua
Giésu trong 10 cau nguyen long quang dai cting nhu
trong di chuc cua quy anh chi em (please remember
Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ in your prayers, generosity
and your will). Nguyen Chuia ban thu’orng muon phuc lanh
cho tam long thuong yéu quang dai cia Quy Anh Chi Em.

Tuén September 14, 2025

Mr. & Mrs. Hoang Joseph hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang cung
tiép $100

Mr. & Mrs. Khong Trong Phuong hira $6,000 (dot hai)
dang ctng tiep $50

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Van Loc htra $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cung tiép $60

Ms. Vo Thi Hang dang cting $5
Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Xuan Truong dang ciing $20

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen N. John Dung hira $6,000 (dot hai)
dang ctng tiép $30

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Thanh Liem hira $6,000 (dot hai)
dang cung tiép $20

Mr. & Mrs. Bui Huy Hung hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cung tiép $25

Mr. & Mrs. Luu Van Loc hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang cling
tiép $100

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Phi Long dang cing $20

Mr. Nguyen Huu Binh hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang cling
tiép $100

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen N. Vito hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang
ctng tiép $100

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Phu Hoang hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cting tiép $50

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen The Cuong dang cting $10

Mr. & Mrs. Chu Minh Dung hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cling tiép $200

Mr. & Mrs. Chu Tran Trinh dang ctng $5

Mr. & Mrs. Do Quang Khai hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cung tiép $100

Ms. Vu Quynh Tram htra $6,000 (dot hai) dang cting
trude $100

Mr. & Mrs. Mai Hong Khanh hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cung tiép $100

Mrs. Ha Minh Thuy hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang cung trudc
$200

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Van Chung hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cung tiép $100

Mr. & Mrs. Dang Thuy Vy Vy htra $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cung tiép $50

Mr. Pham Van Tam htta $6,000 (dot hai) dang cling tiép
$50

Mr. & Mrs. Tin Tran dang ciing $20

Mr. & Mrs. Phuong Mai hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang cling
tiép $40

Mr. Van Nguyen htra $6,000 (dot hai) dang cung tiép
$100
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Mr. Van Nguyen htra $6,000 (dot hai) dang cung tiép
$100

Mr. & Mrs. Hoang Minh Luu hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cung tiép $1,000 - Xong

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Anh Sang dang cung $20
Mr. & Mrs. Phan Anh Thuan dang cting $20

Ms. Nguyen Thi Thu Minh hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cung tiep $2,100

Mr. & Mrs. John Hong hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang cing
tiép $50

Giao xur Quan: $4,793.73
An Danh SC dang cting $600

Fr. Anthony Dzung Nguyen hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang
cung tiep $500

An Danh dang cting $10

An Danh dang cting $20

Mr. & Mrs. Hoang Diép hira $6,000 (dot hai) dang cing
trude $1,000

g/{%OJ enny T Nguyen htra $6,000 (dot hai) dang cting tiép

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Huu Nang dang cting $1,000; Vién
Gach cho Nha Chua

Mrs. Bach Cathy Hau hira $1,000 dang clng tiép $450;
Vién Gach cho Nha Chua - Xong

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Thanh Long dang cung $2,000; Hai
Vién Gach cho Nha Chua

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Truc Linh dang ctiing $1,000; Vién
Gach cho Nha Chua

Ms. Doan Thi Van dang cung $1,000; Vién Gach cho Nha
Chua

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Anh Tuan dang cting $200; Thanh
Hién Nha Tho M&i

Mr. & Mrs. Truong Ba dang cting $500; Thanh Hién Nha
Tho Mé1

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Duc Thanh déng cing $200; Thanh
Hién Nha Tho M&i

Ms. Nguyen Thi Minh Tam dang cting $1,000; Thanh
Hién Nha Tho M&i

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Phu Hoang dang cang $500; Thanh
Hién Nha Tho Moi

Mr. & Mrs. Van Dinh Phung dang cing $500; Thanh Hién
Nha Tho Méi

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Xuan Thinh dang cting $50; Thanh
Hién Nha Tho Méi

Mr. & Mrs. Phan Anh Hong dang ctng $2,000; Thanh
Hién Nha Tho M&i

Mr. & Mrs. Van Anh Tuan dang cing $5,000; Thanh Hién
Nha Tho Méi

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Manh Hai dang cting $1000;

Ms. Nguyen Thi Ty dang cing $200; Thanh Hién Nha
Tho Méi

C6 Bien Thi Nguyen dang cting $100; Thanh Hién Nha
Tho Méi

AC JHA dang cung $3,000; Thanh Hién Nha Tho Méi
Cac Soeurs MTGBR déng ctng $1,200; Thanh Hién Nha
Tho Méi

GD OB Co Anton Nguyen Van Bong dang ctng $3,000;
Thanh Hién Nha Tho Méi

Mr. & Mrs. Lana & Christian Petrovich dang clng
$2,000; Thanh Hién Nha Tho Moi

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Quynh dang ciing $200; Matching
Funds

Mr. & Mrs. Nguyen Vu Hau dang ciing $150; Matching
Funds

Mrs. Khuu Thi Mai Chinh dang cting $200; Matching
Funds

DCC & Family Investments LLC dang cung $1200;
DTTV

Téng sb tién da dong gop cho Chuong Trinh Quy Xay
Dung va Hoan Thanh Ngé6i Thanh Puwdng Méi, tuan
September 14, 2025: $39,618.73.

QUY HOAN THANH NGOI THANH PUONG

214 /730 Gia Dinh da hira dang cung
36/ 730 Gia Dinh da Hoan Thanh dang cling

7MJ< gow!
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Hanh Cac Thanh

21 Thang Chin

Thanh Matthéu

Matthéu 1a nguoi Do Thai lam vige cho dao quan xam
lang La M4, thu thué cua nhu’ng ngudi dong huong Do .
Thai. Mac du nguoi La Ma c6 1€ khong cho phép moi tién
cua ngudi chiu thue mdt cach qua dang, nhung diéu ho
quan tam van 1a hau bao cua minh nén ho thuong lam ngo
ve nhitng hanh dong cua "nguoi thau thué". Do d6 sau
nay, nhung ngudi thu thué thuong bi khinh miét nhu
ngudi phan boi dan Do Thai. Nguoi Pharisiéu coi ho la
hang "toi 16i." Boi the that bang hoang khi buc Kito goi
mot ngudi nhu vay dé trd nén mon dé cua Nguoi.

Matthéu lai lam e Kitd thém kho khan khi t6 chire mot
bira tigc tlen bi¢t tai nha cua 6ng. Phuc Am ké cho chung
ta biét ”nhleu ngudi thu thué" va "nhitng ngum ndi tiéng
t61 161" da dén du tiée. Nguoi Pharlsleu lai cang thém kho
chiu. Mot nguo’l dugc cho 1a vi thiy vi dai lai c6 lién hé gi
vO1 hang nguoi vo luan do? Cau trd 101 cua Buc Kitd 13,
”Ngu:(n khoe manh khong can dén thay thudc, nhung la
ngudi dau yéu. Hay tim hiéu y nghla cua cau, 'Ta muon
long thu:ong x6t, chir khong phai cia 18." Toi khong dén dé
kéu goi nguoi cong chinh, nhu:ng la nguoi to1 161" (Mt
9:12b-13). buc Kito khong gat van dé tho phuong va nghi
18 sang mot bén; Ngudi chi noi rang viée yéu thuong tha
nhan thi quan trong hon.

Trong Tan Udc khong con doan nao noi vé Matthéu.

Loi Ban )

Trong hoan canh bat thuong, Buc Kit6 da chon mdt trong
nhung ngum 1am nén tang cho Gido Hoi, ma qua cong
viéc lam cua ong, nhitng nguoi khac ngh1 rang ong khong
du thanh thién véi chie vu do. Nhung Ong da thanh that
tha nhan minh la mét ngudi tdi 101 ma Puc Kité da dén dé
kéu moi. Ong da that tinh nhan biét chan 1y khi 6ng nhin
thiy Nguoi. "Va éng da dirng diy di theo Nguwoi" (M.
9:9b).

Loi Trich

Chung ta muong twong ra Thanh Matthéu, sau bién cb
kinh khung bao quanh cai chét ciia Pirc Kitd, ciing voi cac
tong d6 di dén noi ma buc Kitd Phuc Sinh da tri¢u taR
hg. "Khi ho trong thdy Ngu’oz ho da tho gy, nhung van
hé nghi. Va Pire Kité den gan va noi voi ho [chung ta
nghi Dirc Kito sé nhin dén timg ngum va Matthéu ling
nghe mét cach phan khéi nhw cdc tong do khdc], "Moi
quyén nang trén troi va dudi dat da dwoc ban cho T hay
Bdi thé, hdy ra di va lam cho muén dan tré thanh mén dé,
hay rira t9i cho ho nhan danh Cha, va Con, va Thanh

T han hay day bao ho tuan gir nhu"ng @i ma Thay da
truyen cho anh em. Va ddy, Thay sé luén & véi anh em,
cho dén tdn thé" (Mt. 28:17- 20)

Thanh Matthéu khong bao gio quén dugc ngay ay. Ngai
da loan truyén Tin Mtng trong sudt cudc doi. P tin cua
chung ta dwa vao chimg t4 ctia ngai va cac tong do.

Trich NguoiTinHuu.com

SUNDAY REFLETION

Prudent Stewards

The steward in today’s Gospel confronts the reality that he
can’t go on living the way he has been. He is under judg-
ment. He must give account for what he has done.

The exploiters of the poor in today’s First Reading are al-
so about to be pulled down, to be thrust from their stations
(see Isaiah 22:19). Servants of mammon, or money,
they’re so in love with wealth that they reduce the poor to
objects; they despise the new moons and sabbaths—the
observances and holy days of God (see Leviticus 23:24;
Exodus 20:8).

Their only hope is to follow the steward’s path. He is no
model of repentance. But he makes a prudent calcula-
tion—to use his last hours in charge of his master’s prop-
erty to show mercy to others, to relieve their debts.

He is a child of this world, driven by a purely selfish mo-
tive—to make friends and be welcomed into the homes of
his master’s debtors. Yet his prudence is commended as
an example to us, the children of light (see 1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:5; Ephesians 5:8). We too must realize, as the stew-
ard does, that what we have is not honestly ours, but in
truth belongs to another, our Master.

All the mammon in the world could not have paid the debt
we owe our Master. So He paid it for us. He gave His life
as a ransom for all, as we hear in today’s Epistle.

God wants everyone to be saved, even kings and princes,
even the lovers of money (see Luke 16:14). But we cannot
serve two Masters. By His grace, we should choose to be,
as we sing in today’s Psalm, “servants of the Lord.”

We serve Him by using what He has entrusted us with to
give alms, to lift the lowly from the dust and dunghills of
this world. By this we will gain what is ours and be wel-
comed into eternal dwellings, the many mansions of the
Father’s house (see John 14:2).

(source: www.stpaulcenter.com)
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